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in. Stephen argued and prayed and threatened, but
It was of no use5 Mr. deSouza grew tired of seeing
him and hid when the children said he was coming
At last one day when Stephen had been talking
until Mr. deSouza was desperate, he held up his
hand and cried: "Stop Mr. Bright, stop* I ask you
to stop. Now, I will make a bargain with you.
You will go away and worry me no more5 and
after, let us say, the first of December, you may
tell what you like/'
"But that is nearly five months off/'
"Exactly."
"Why the first of December?'' said Stephen
suspiciously. "What is happening? Have you sold
the house?"
"This property, Mr. Bright, has been in my
family for sixty years,0
"Yes, but you've sold it now, haven't you?"
"I may have. I don't know/'
"I couldn't make him say anything more/'
Stephen told Rosa, "but I am sure he's sold it."
"I don't mind if he has," said Rosa. "It would
be nicer here without him and Robert/'
"If only he'd be reasonable" chafed Stephen,
"To think that I can't even tell William and
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"I don't understand you/* said Rosa in a hard
voice, "you keep your promise to him even when
you are tempted, even when it seems unreason-
able, but-------"
She broke off, horrified. She had nearly said
what, for a long time she had told herself, she